
Minutes of the Kirklandpark Primary School Parent Council held on 

8th October 2008.

Parents - Paulo Quadros, Lynda McJannett, Ruby Liddell, Alex Henderson, Sandy Grant, Penny Innes, Fiona Kennedy.

In Attendance - Elaine Kirkwood, Linda Hunter, Stella Falder (Clerk)

Apologies - Karen Sterritt - Co-op Member 

Guest - Craig Chalmers - Active School Co-ordinator

Agenda Point 1

Craig Chalmers was introduced to PC. Craig explained his role and advised he is looking for assistance from PC to encourage parental involvement in After School Activities possibly aimed at P1-3. PC agreed to send out information leaflet to all parents asking for assistance and advising interested parties about training etc. Elaine noted that this would enrich partnership and is in line, with Priority 6 of School Improvement Plan, which aims to involve parents more in education. Ideas for activities included mini-curling, golf etc but it was acknowledged that a general Fitness for Fun Club would be a good place to start. 

Craig and Elaine will also look at putting in a bid with SLC to gain funding for additional sports equipment. 

Paulo suggested tapping into those parents who responded to questionnaire and also suggested that if enough parents volunteered a rota could be set up.

Stella to draw up leaflet and send out to parents tomorrow.

Agenda Point 2 - Head Teachers Report

Elaine discussed the School Improvement Plan including HGIOS 3 indicators, promoting a Can Do culture, Rich Task area - promoting Curriculum for Excellence (similar to topics but aimed more specifically at teaching skills such as ICT, phones, faxing etc). KP has been awarded 2nd Green Flag for Eco Schools. GLOW website being developed by working party of teachers and it is hoped PC will get involved at some point in the future.

KP are still progressing towards Health Promotion - Gold Award and the health month will be developed and adapted to within CfE aims and objectives with more resources being anticipated. Penny raised the issue of some teachers giving sweets to children and queried this in relation to Healthy Eating. Elaine noted this point and informed PC about information recently received from Government stipulating foods which should not be allowed in schools e.g. diluting juice, crisps, muesli bars (Fairtrade issues). A discussion followed which considered in contrast the issue of teaching children how to make healthy choices. PC agreed to consider ways to encourage healthy eating e.g Malcolm’s recipe of the month   

Elaine also discussed raising awareness of Inclusion and Equality Statements. Gender equality is actively promoted a KP. Copies of Statements to be given to PC to disseminate to other parents.

Elaine is looking at innovative and creative ways to engage and involve all parents within the school. A Curriculum for Excellence night is being planned and Elaine noted other parental involvement e.g. Ray MacLean in teaching Gaelic, and Philipa Small and Linda in teaching French - both extra-curricular activities.  

Elaine advised PC re 10 Performance Indicators to be looked at and will come back with more info at next meeting.

Elaine acknowledged how hard the staff are working at present. Elaine also noted the recent P1 Dance Workshop which the children had participated in, had been successful, she also advised PC that auditions are currently underway for next years P7 school show.

Agenda Point 3
Paulo nominated Penny for Vice Chair position; this was seconded by Fiona and Ruby.

Agenda Point 4
The recent parent questionnaire will be sent to education authority in line with Scottish Schools Act 2008.

Agenda Point 5 
SPTC 60th Anniversary Conference - members wishing to attend should contact Paulo.

Agenda Point 6
The PC discussed whether it was necessary for the questionnaire to be sent to new P1’s and Nursery parents. It was agreed not to at present - a revised questionnaire may be looked at in future including a further request for parental assistance within the school.

Agenda Point 7
Scottish Parents Council Assoc - PC agreed to renew membership. Stella to request invoice.

Action Point 8 and 9
Insurance is not paid through school budget; it was felt that this was probably paid by SLC through and umbrella budget.

PC accommodation is paid for by SLC not through school budget.  

Acton Point 10
Newsletter - General feedback from the first newsletter has been very positive. It was felt that it worked well with different people getting involved in writing and other members of PC and school can hopefully contribute to next letter. (Paulo will contact nearer time).

Action Point 11

Parent Council activity plan for this year includes;-

Travel, Fun Fitness Extra Curricular Activity, Questionnaire Review, School Building Issues.

The issue of ongoing repairs was discussed and it was agreed that PC would look into preparing a petition asking SLC to reconsider decision to refurbish rather than rebuild KP. PC will ask Gillian Baker - previous School Board Chair for input on wording of petition etc. It was also agreed that local Elected Members would be written to or contacted for their support.

Action Point 12
Due to lack of time, it was agreed that PC members would get together to discuss input into Parent’s Evening Display. Paulo will contact Janice Leleux for photos of recent school events.

Any Other Business
*No Coffee and Carols this year - the Christmas fundraising event will have a different format - more information to follow.

*HMI visit to school has been scheduled for 13th November. Inspectors will be observing lessons and questioning children in relation to Religious and Moral Education.

*Lesley Yule will be asked to prepare a list of ongoing works and asked to keep school up to date on issues such as last weeks flood at school gates.

*The date for the next meeting will be 19th November 2008 at 7.30pm.

